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                                                                            City Council Meeting   

                                                                                June 3rd, 2024 

Present: Mayor Jeff Foster; Council Members: Debra Schuette, Rick Smith, Jessica Klingfus, Raughn 

Oakland  

City Employees: City Clerk: Adria Vargas, Police Chief: Jon Smerud, City Maintenance: Wayne Baldner  

Public in attendance:  Jan Ball, Representative Patricia Mueller, Tanya Rumsey, Mary Moritz 

Mayor Jeff Foster called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.; everyone stood for the Pledge of Allegiance. 

                                        May regular meeting and Public Hearing minutes approved as written.  

                                                              All votes are by roll call vote.  

Public Comment:        

   Representative Mueller thanked all the City Council for their hard work. She stated that she was making 

her semiannual rounds and had just come from Austin’s meeting. She stated that they were out of session 

and that a lot of chaos was involved. She mentioned that her and her family have recently adopted two 

dogs to which they renamed Lincoln and Regan. She stated that she’s excited for things to get back to 

normal. She mentioned that she misses teaching and will be going back to the classroom come fall. Rep. 

Mueller also mentioned that she is rerunning for office and will be on the ballot in the fall.   

   She stated that while in session there were some great things accomplished and many frustrations. She 

mentioned that the Public Safety bill had been passed and that ten million dollars is going to crime 

victim’s services which is invaluable service and is mostly federally funded and funds had been reduced 

by 40% in the last two years.  One hundred thousand in the form of grants for therapy dogs for First 

Responders. She noted that a bill had also been passed for the rights of custodial parents, also mentioned 

that an educational bill was passed for the Science of Reading and a paid pilot program for student 

teachers.  

She stated that she was pleased to see $350,000 go towards water and wastewater licensing classes that 

will be held at Riverland in Austin, an open house for that program will be held on June 17th. She touched 

on the 30 million set aside for EMS needs.  

Rep. Mueller stated now for the frustrations, that the sports betting didn’t get passed. She mentioned that 

the laws are changing for Family Leave or ESST and that percentages for taxes related will be more than 

originally planned and will be a 50/50 split between employees and employers.  



She stated that there was no bonding bill passed which was very disappointing, she stated that in the last 

several minutes of session that a 1400-page bill was passed at 11:00pm allowing 735 million in funding 

that no one knows anything about, nothing to be found online and no transparency. 

Rep. Mueller also spoke on the topic of misclassification of construction works and the potential for cease 

and desist of work on paid jobs and hefty fines. She stated that this is going to potentially be devastating 

for construction workers and their employers.  

 

New Business: 

Tanya Rumsey approached the Council about the Frontier Lounges liquor licenses. She explained that 

business is way down and asked if the Council would be willing to take quarterly payments of $400.00 

over a 9-month period, starting July 1st, Oct. 1st and January 2nd, 2025. Council Member Schuette made a 

motion to allow Frontier Lounge of Brownsdale a quarterly payment plan for the license period of 

6/30/2024-07/01/2025, of $400.00 due on 07/01/2024, 10/01/2024 and 01/02/25.Council Member 

Oakland seconded the motion. 5Yeas, 0Nays. Carried. 

Tanya also asked the Council to allow for the blocking of the ROW down Pleasant St and S. California 

Street for the Car Show on July 26th  at 3:00pm. Tanya stated that festivities will be held July 26th and the 

27th.  

The Council discussed the Color Band tour that will preforming in town at the park on Saturday, June 22 

at 2:00pm. The Band has asked that the City close the street on Grove next to the park for set up and 

parking of their RV from about 12 noon until roughly 3:00pm.  

The Council discussed the disengagement from the Jaguar/ Metronet franchise agreement. Council 

Member Schuette made a motion to adopt Resolution 2024-10 accepting the settlement agreement as 

written. Council Member Klingfus seconded the motion. 5Yeas, 0Nays. Carried. 

The Council discussed some disheartening events happening at the park which includes low levels of 

vandalism. The Council briefly spoke about cameras and asked that the Clerk contact the company that 

helped with the website.  

The Council, upon review, decided to cancel the car wash membership.  

The Council worked on policy review and moved to add Juneteenth Holiday to the personnel policy. The 

Council also laid out changes to the sewer policy and should mimic the water line policy. Clerk Vargas to 

speak to BABA about the picnic tables.  Library Board Member Ball asked that the library policies be 

placed on hold until the entirety of the library board can handle all of their needed items. 

Old Business: tabled until further notice 

Public Works Report:   

  Wayne stated that he had spoken to Morem’s and the trees on California St. North will be removed in 

the month of June as their schedule allows. 

Wayne also talked about the patching of the streets. He stated that he had spoken to Denny at Mower 

County Public Works and that the patching will be completed in June as soon as the County is able. 

Wayne and Jon reported that the Shop is great, and everything is up and running.  

 



City Police Officer’s Report:  

  Chief Smerud reported that he has been asking property owners to mow grass as needed. He also 

mentioned that he has spoken to chicken owners and that it seems to be taken care of for the time being 

and will be addressed again as need be. He also asked for more care in watching out for kids in the 

roadways now that school is out.  

                                      Bills were presented and signed. 

Council Member Klingfus made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:14pm, Council Member 

Schuette seconded the motion. 4Yeas, 0Nays. Carried.  

 

 

 


