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Mayor — Jeff Foster Council Members — Debra Schuette, Jessica Klingfus, Rick Smith, Raughn Oakland
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City web site: brownsdalemn.com
City Council Meeting

August 5, 2024

Present: Mayor Jeff Foster; Council Members: Debra Schuette, Rick Smith, Jessica Klingfus, Raughn
Oakland (Absent)

Public: Loren Swanson, Jessica Green (Northland Trust), Jan Ball, Mary Moritz, Deb Smith, Paula Pike,
Wendy Anderson, Wendy Jones, Bonnie Williams, Ruth Oelkers, Don Konken

City Employees: City Clerk: Adria Vargas, Wayne Baldner, Jon Smerud (Absent)
All votes are by roll call vote.

Mayor Jeff Foster called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.; everyone stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.
Meeting Minutes from July’s regular and special meeting were approved as written.

Mayor Foster addressed the Council and public stating that he was going to proceed from the agenda
slightly out of order this evening.

Jessica Green from Northland Trust discussed the 2024 General Obligation bond in the amount $575,000
for Road and Utility Improvement project on Railway and Cedar Street. Price date closed 8/1. The
Council for a 10-year limit at market conditions with availability of 8/29 in order to pay contractors their
respective payments. There was no bond rating due to the amount of the issuance, under Statute 475 and
429 for assessment. First Farmers and Merchants accepted purchase of the bond with a prepayment date
0f 02/01/2032. Pledge to payment special assessments, revenues and tax assessments.

Council Member Schuette made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-14 providing for the issuance
and sale of a $575,000 general obligation improvement bond series 2024A, pledging for the security
thereof special assessments and levying a tax payment. Council Member Klingfus seconded the
motion 4Yeas, Nays. Carried.

Bonnie Williams, Wendy Jones and Ruth Oelkers approached the Council about a pickle ball net and
court. She stated that she and Steve had taped and painted the current basketball court and were seeking
possibly to be reimbursed for the tape and paint. She stated that she bought a net for roughly $77.00, Ruth
stated that she purchased one for $80 dollars that has wheels and comes in a storage bag. The group
wanted to know if the City would be willing to purchase a net, nothing permanent in order to be checked
out for a $20.00 refundable fee when its returned. Deb Smith stated that the Library could potentially be



used to check in and out the net, as other Cities checkout cornhole and other park activities, she would
discuss this with the Library Board at an upcoming meeting. She also stated the BABA would be a
possibility to help with the cost of the net and a potential source for check out. Mayor Foster stated that
the office hours are limited in terms of weekend rentals as the Clerk’s office closes on Fridays at 11:30am.
He also stated that currently there is no money to update the basketball area to include an area for a
permanent net due to needing to spend $100,000 to remove trees due to Emerald Ash Borer and the
upcoming road project. The group stated that this is the fasted growing sport over the last 3 years. They
also asked if they could put up some type of fencing whether it be a snow fence or nets of some kind so
that they don’t need to chase balls. The Mayor stated that a snow fence is an eye sore and causes issues
for mowing.

Ruth stated that she is working with the City of Austin on grants and fundraising to the construction of a
pickleball court in Austin. The Mayor stated that would be ok for Brownsdale too. He suggested the group
reach out to the Fire Department, Sons of the American Legion, VFW (Don Konken) as they all of pots of
money that needs to be donated from charitable gambling. SMIF also has grant opportunities for health
and wellness (Wendy Anderson) SHIP is also a resource contact Chris Weis, also Hormel Foundation (the
Clerk has emailed them to come to a future meeting as their schedule allows). Mayor Foster also stated
that Freeborn Mower also offers grants for cities, he also stated this is a slow process since we meet only
once a month.

Public Works discussed patching and offered 3 bids to the Council for their consideration. Jims formerly
known as Rogers and Sons, was $24,000, Blackstone bid was $20,294.00 and Ulland Brothers came in at
$17,995.00. Wayne mentioned as a reminder that this is two years’ worth of patches. The County was
going to patch last year and ran out of time, this year looks to be the same thing, so I decided to get a few
bids and get it taken care of.

Council Member Klingfus made a motion to accept Ulland Brothers bid of $17,995.00 for the patching of
the streets. Council Member Schuette seconded the motion. 4Yeas, ONays. Carried.

Wayne also discussed the tree removal stated that Morem would honor the cost of current bid on
removing of trees of similar size in the fall.

The Council discussed the Pahe variance. Council Member Klingfus made a motion to approve the
variance to the rear property line, pending approved building permit and following all MN State building
codes and siting cooperation from the rear property owners Tim and Kris Meier. Council Member
Schuette seconded the motion. 4Yeas, ONays. Carried.

The Library Board President addressed the agenda item- Library Hours, she stated that she wasn’t aware
that they were on the agenda and that there were any issues that needed to be addressed. She asked who
added it to the agenda., Jan Ball stated that she wanted it brought up to be added to the City’s policies to
reflect the change to include the extra 5 hours as currently only states she’s allowed 5 hours weekly. That
is needed for transparency, and also for the sick time policy. Mayor Foster stated that it should be on the
Library Board to decide what should be done. Council Member Schuette stated that this was done before
the Board took those responsibilities on. Paula stated that she thinks that the board president should be
the only person allowed to add library items to the Council Meeting agenda. She then went on and spoke
about the budget she stated that they are seeking more county library aid to cover wages and the new
ESST time so that it fits into the library budget, she stated that funding for next year will include fees and
added projects that take time to plan. Deb Smith stated that the reserve needs to be spent responsibly,
thriftly and practically and not be a pot of money just to spend.



Don Konken commented to the Council that last Sunday at church someone approached him and stated
that if they could move to Brownsdale all over again they wouldn’t do it. The town used to be the Garden
Spot of Mower County, now it’s not. It’s very upsetting to hear this. I was raised here, that’s why we
moved back, and I love this little town. It looks like little Mexico here sorry to say it Mayor but it does.
Isn’t there something that can be done Mayor? People have all these cars sitting around, grass isn’t
mowed. It’s disgraceful. Mayor Foster commented that our hands are tied in some respects; we can only
go by our ordinances, we can’t have them coming back on the city saying that they are being singled out
that causes more problems. He stated that if it’s the property he’s thinking about they have been warned.
Don asked can’t a letter be sent out at least. He commented about all the empty houses in town that are an
eye sore. Mayor Foster stated that now days people don’t take care of things like they used to, there isn’t
any pride.

Council Member Klingfus made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:45pm, Council Member
Schuette seconded the motion. 4Yeas, 0Nays. Carried.



