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                                                                            City Council Meeting   

                                                                                July 8th, 2024 

Present: Mayor Jeff Foster; Council Members: Debra Schuette, Rick Smith, Jessica Klingfus, Raughn 

Oakland  

City Employees: City Clerk: Adria Vargas, Police Chief: Jon Smerud, City Maintenance: Wayne Baldner  

Public in attendance:  Jan Ball, Loren Swanson, Mitch Unverzagt, Matt Haugland, Robb Luthe, Matt 

Sveen, Matt Steiner, Wendy Anderson, Andy Swank, Brian Johnson (Jones, Haugh and Smith) 

Mayor Jeff Foster called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.; everyone stood for the Pledge of Allegiance. 

                      June regular and special meeting minutes stood approved with no corrections 

                                                              All votes are by roll call vote.  

 

Mayor Foster opened the meeting to a public hearing at 7:00pm to discuss the assessments for the utility 

and road project on Railway and Cedar Street.  Brian Johnson stated that he mailed notices to all property 

owners. All assessment rolls will continue to be the same as in the feasibility study. Mayor Foster asked if 

anyone was in attendance to speak on the assessment. Matt Sveen owner of Vista Village was there in 

agreement with the project, with no one present in objection to the project. The City Council discussed 

the assessment and bids briefly. 

Council Member Schuette made a motion to adopt the assessment as outlined in Resolution 2024-12. 

Council Member Smith seconded the motion. 5Yeas, 0Nays. Carried.  

After a review of the bids, Council Member Schuette made a motion to adopt Resolution 2024-13 

awarding the bid to ELCOR in the amount of $ 494,399.50 Council Member Klingfus seconded the 

motion. 5Yeas, 0Nays. Carried.  

Council Member Klingfus made a motion to close the public hearing at 7:07pm. Council Member 

Schuette seconded the motion. 5Yeas, 0Nays. Carried.  

Mayor Foster opened the regular meeting at 7:08pm.  He then moved to public comment 

 

 

 



Public Comment:       

Loren Swanson stated that after the last rains that he had 2 feet of water/ sewer back up in his basement. 

He stated that maybe now was a good time to clean out the basement and discard a few items and buy 

new tools. 

Mayor Foster asked how many in attendance were present due to rain and water in their basements. Matt 

Steiner and Wendy Anderson, Andy Swank raised their hands. Mayor Foster stated that the alarm went 

off at roughly 12:09 am a call went out to himself, Wayne and Raughn.  Raughn responded to the call. By 

that time, the water had already risen to serious levels. Raughn brought the pump out and found that the 

impeller had imploded after not being able to get it to run continuously. Raughn then reached out to the 

fire department to assist. Joe Risius brought two trucks down to pump water on South Street. The water is 

bottlenecked and flows with gravity down 56. They are saying this had to be a 100-year rain. Mayor 

Foster stated, “look at the Township they had bridges and culverts washed out.” This was a huge amount 

of water in a very short amount of time. “I was up north and got the call and started home immediately.” 

“No one would’ve thought this was going to happen like this.” “This was a huge amount of water in a 

short amount of time.” 

Andy Swank asked, “what can be done so that this doesn’t happen again in the future?” “How many sump 

pumps are illegally running and causing infiltration something has to be done.”  “How about starting 

some inspections?” “Certainly, that would be an easy place to start, but to just not even try to make an 

effort.”  

  Mayor Foster stated that we will be doing mandatory pump inspections and have recently ordered a 

replacement pump. He also mentioned that the Clerk could look into some grants to see what’s available 

for projects like this as far as sump pump inspections, Brian Johnson stated that there aren’t many grant 

programs for this type of project more like low interest loans, but I can certainly look and get the city a 

quote.  Mayor Foster also stated that they would disconnect from sanitary sewer and rehook the sump 

back up in a matter of days that’s if they were to let us in to inspect.  Brian mentioned that there are 300 

other small cities in line for funding for similar projects. Someone from the public interjected that there 

was no bonding bill passed this year for infrastructure so there isn’t likely to be many funds available 

that’s what Rep. Mueller said at the previous council meeting.   

Mayor Foster stated that in order to alleviate the flow, the roads and the utilities would have to be dug up 

and roads would need to be redone, manhole covers would need to be relined and that can’t be done 

throughout the whole city there’s just no way.   

Andy Swank stated that then how about a volunteer group that could be trained. I would do it I’m literally 

50 feet away from all of this. Mayor Foster thanked Andy for his suggestions and stated that although the 

volunteer group is good idea the City can’t hold the liability for accidents for a for such groups nor have 

extra keys out to the public. Andy Swank also commented that it’s hard to sit back and think about 

redoing a basement every time it rains, then our home values need to be reevaluated because right now 

they aren’t accurate.  

New Business: 

Mayor Foster brought up an upcoming water repair between California St and Mill St. Mayor Foster 

suspended the meeting at 7:50pm to the site along with the City Engineer to review the scope of work and 

the materials that would be needed in order to complete it in the upcoming days. Mayor Foster opened the 

meeting at 8:07pm and moved on to the next item of business.  



Kerry and Deb Harvey sent an email to the clerk asking if they could have their Blvd trees inspected and 

removed. Mayor Foster stated that more funds were going to have to go towards removal of the more than 

100 Ash trees in town. He stated that at this time there is no opportunity to do anything like Albert Lea in 

terms of property tax abatements to homeowners for removal of trees. We just aren’t that big and don’t 

have the revenue that a bigger city does.  

Mitch Unverzagt of 104 Grove St. NE. asked the council to grant a variance to allow him to build a new 

garage on his property. He was accompanied by Matt Haughland the general contractor. The Council 

reviewed the neighbor’s permission and granted him the variance of 3ft from overhang on the east side, 

and pending approved building permit, plan review and conditions are followed as specified by 

WSE/CMS. 

JoAnn Pahe 304 Grove ST NW.  requested a variance for building a new garage. Due to lack of the 

necessary documents, permission has been denied. Proper documentation is needed to move forward with 

this project.  

 

Old Business: tabled until further notice 

Public Works Report:   

  Wayne stated that he had spoken to Morem’s and the trees on California St. North will be removed in 

the month of June as their schedule allows. Wayne also mentioned the asphalt approach at the end of the 

south driveway of Gas N’ Go needing to be addressed to MN DOT for repair. The Clerk will reach out to 

Mike Daugherty to follow up on this item.  

City Police Officer’s Report:  

  Chief Smerud reported that he has been addressing a lot of concerns about the rain with many folks 

around town. He commented that National Night Out will not be held this year due to the fair and low 

attendance. He also stated that he is continuing to address the few properties in town that need a continual 

reminder to mow.  

                                      Bills were presented and signed. 

Council Member Klingfus made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:21pm, Council Member 

Schuette seconded the motion. 5Yeas, 0Nays. Carried.  

 

 

 

 


