
City of Brownsdale 

Garden Spot of Mower County 

Mayor – Jeff Foster   Council Members – Jessica Klingfus, Rick Smith, Raughn Oakland 

City Clerk/Treasurer – Adria Vargas 

Correspondence: PO Box 336, Brownsdale, MN 55918 (507)567-2177 (507)567-2250-fax email: 

brownsdalecityclerk@gmail.com 

City web site: brownsdalemn.com 

City Council Meeting 

December 2nd, 2024 

Present: Mayor Jeff Foster; Council Members: Rick Smith, Jessica Klingfus, Raughn Oakland (Absent) 

Public: Loren Swanson, Jan Ball, Mary Moritz, Don Konken, Loren Swanson 

City Employees: City Clerk: Adria Vargas, Wayne Baldner (Absent), Jon Smerud 

 

                                                         All votes are by roll call vote.  

Mayor Jeff Foster called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.; everyone stood for the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Meeting Minutes from all November 2024 minutes were approved as written. 

Council Member Klingfus made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-24 accepting a $100.00 dollar 

donation from Sheely Manngaard farms and $40.22 from the Brownsdale Study Club for the pickle 

ball court Council Member Smith seconded the motion 3Yeas, 0Nays. Carried. 

Council Member Klingfus made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-26 approving the gambling 

license for the Brownsdale Volunteer Fire Department Council Member Smith seconded the motion 

3Yeas, 0Nays. Carried. 

The Council discussed the application forwarded by the Library Board looking to appoint Laura Anderson 

to the Library Board for a term of 3 years. Mayor Foster appointed Laura Anderson the board. He stated 

that there continues to be 1 opening left to fill. The Library Members present also concluded that was 

correct.  

The Council discussed employee increases. Mayor Foster asked the Council’s thoughts. Klingfus stated 

that she could see a $1.00 increase due to the state of the economy right now. Mayor Foster and Council 

Member Smith both stated that they could see .50 cents Mayor Foster asked for Jan Ball’s opinion by first 

stating that although she can’t vote at this instant would be taking office as of the first of the year. She 

stated that she recalls .25 cents or less way back when but could see less than a $1.00 due to the fact of 

paying more taxes from the standpoint of an employee.  Mayor Foster stated that this could be tabled but 

would be a stall mate come next month with 2/2 seeing that Council Member Oakland would have to 

abstain from voting. Council Member Klingfus made a motion to increase the Police, Public Works and 

the Clerk by .75 cents an hour. Council Member Smith seconded the motion. 3 Yeas, 0Nays. Carried.  



Officer Smerud stated that the department is running smoothly and asks that as the snow falls, vehicles 

move so that the snowplows can clean up. He also stated that he is due to order a new vest as the 5-year 

expiration date is nearing and that the State pays for that. Mayor Foster asked Officer Smerud how his 

knee is holding up. He stated that he’s getting better but still feels it even more now so that it’s cold. He 

stated that it must’ve been a sprain or something.  Officer Smerud stated that the check engine light is on 

and will be taking the squad to CAS to have it checked out.  

Mayor Foster adjourned the Regular council meeting at 7:28pm 3Yeas, 0Nays. Carried he 

proceeded to open the public hearing to certify the final levy for 2025. Mayor Foster opened the 

hearing at 7:30pm. 

Mayor Foster stated that there was an error in calculating debt service payments for 2025 in the 

preliminary levy that will decrease the overall Final Levy by roughly $1600.00.  After a brief discussion 

about the percentage of the increase for the City of Brownsdale based on the proposed tax notification 

explained why the rate increased to up to 39% from last year, as being the newly added bond amount of 

$63,623.00 and an increase of 3% to the general fund. 

Council Member Klingfus made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-25 Calling to certify the final 

levy for 2025 Council Member Smith seconded the motion. 3Yeas, 0 Nays. Carried. 

 

City of Brownsdale 

Garden Spot of Mower County 

RESOLUTION 2024-25 

Certifying the Final Levy 

IN BROWNSDALE, MOWER COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Brownsdale, Minnesota, Mower County that the following sums are proposed amounts to be levied for the year 2025, upon the 
taxable property in said City of Brownsdale. 

 

GENERAL FUND   – $144,190.00 

DEBT SERVICE     – 

Bond 2016A-    $30,870.00 

Bond 2025A- $63,623.00 

• FFM Loan Lift station (226) - $27,424.918 
• FFM Loan Shop  (227) $ 41,227.36 

TOTAL  –   $ 238,683.00 

• Paid from General and Enterprise accounts 

                                                                                 Adopted by the City Council of the City of Brownsdale, Mower County, this 2nd day of December 2024. 

 

 

                                                Bills were presented and signed. 

 

 



Council Member Klingfus made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:44pm, Council Member 

Smith seconded the motion. 3Yeas, 0Nays. Carried.  

 

 

 


