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                                                                           City Council Meeting   

                                                     October 7th, 2024 

 

Present: Mayor Jeff Foster; Council Members: Rick Smith, Jessica Klingfus, Raughn Oakland 

Public: Loren Swanson, Jan Ball, Paula Pike, Mark Husemoller, Don Peterson, Darr Ehmke (Brownsdale 

Volunteer Fire Department) 

City Employees: City Clerk: Adria Vargas, Wayne Baldner, Jon Smerud 

                                                         All votes are by roll call vote.  

Mayor Jeff Foster called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.; everyone stood for the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Meeting Minutes from September’s regular meeting were approved with correction.  

 

Darr Ehmke requested the Council for approval for a Gambling License for BINGO at 402 Mill St. S., 

Council Member Klingfus made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-20, Council Member Smith 

seconded the motion. 4Yeas, 0Nays. Carried.  

Mark Husemoller started by saying that he met Natalie out at the ponds for a run down on what the 

MPCA wanted to see. He stated that there is no blueprint or plans for the ponds that we completed back in 

1993. He stated that he did the work on the project back then. Mark then discussed the scope of work that 

needs to be done at the ponds.  He said that the ponds will need to have the rip rap replaced about a foot 

high around all ponds 1.503 miles. Mark stated that he spent three hours out at the ponds drawing a map 

as a guide for the future of the project. Mark also stated that the areas where the muskrats have damaged 

the slopes need to be repacked and tamped down. He also stated that he will need some specialty 

equipment to complete the job.  Due to the nature of the job the job will need to be placed for a bid and 

will be advertised in the Mower County Independent and the other noted City posting sites. Bids are due 

10/31/2024 and will be opened at 8:00am 11/01/2024. The rock will be purchased from Paulson’s for 

$12,624.00 and stored there until the job starts early November providing that the weather is stable and 

will be completed in the Spring.  

 



 

Council Member Klingfus made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-16, for a joint power’s 

agreement with MN DOT on Snow cleaning on HWY 56 Business district for next 5 seasons, 

Council Member Smith seconded the motion 4Yeas, 0Nays. Carried. 

Council Member Klingfus made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-17 accepting a donation from 

Barb and Jerry Gunderson.  Member Smith seconded the motion 4Yeas, 0Nays. Carried. 

Council Member Klingfus made a motion to approve Resolution 204-18 accepting a donation of 

$88.00 from Friends of the Pickleball collection containers, Council Member Smith seconded the 

motion. 4Yeas, 0Nays. Carried.  

Council Member Klingfus made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-19 accepting a donation from 

Geoff and Susan Smith for the Brownsdale Grace Gillette Library.  Member Smith seconded the 

motion 4Yeas, 0Nays. Carried. 

 

Mayor Foster and the council discussed the City’s liability insurance, Council Member Klingfus 

made a motion to choose the not waive liability limits for coverage. Council Member Smith 

seconded the motion. 4Yeas, 0Nays. Carried.  

 

Don Peterson asked if the council was aware that the water is hazy. He asked if the hydrants could be 

opened and ran out again down by his house. Loren Swanson commented that there is the same problem 

at his house with the water. Natalie has been contacted about the issue and is working to resolve it before 

MC Carthy well comes to do the annual checks.  

 

The Council discussed the fans in the library and community room. Public works to call an electrician out 

to access the fans.  

The Council discussed fall street sweeping. Wayne stated that the current hourly rate has not changed. The 

Council asked Wayne to get it scheduled and that the clerk add it to the water bills to give the community 

a heads-up so vehicles can be moved off of the roadway.  

The council and Wayne discussed Raughn taking back the City issued public works cellphone as Wayne 

pairs back more in hours. Wayne will currently be working 1- 2 days per week.  

Chief Smerud stated that tires have been ordered and will be installed as soon as they arrive.  He also 

stated that he had to the truck into CAS for an oil change and the blower motor was repaired at that time. 

He stated that he will need to order a new vest here soon.  Mayor Foster stated that he can use any of the 

Police aid money for those items needed.  

 

Council Member Klingfus made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:29pm, Council Member 

Smith seconded the motion. 4Yeas, 0Nays. Carried.  

 



 

 

 

 

 


