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City Council Meeting
September 3rd, 2024

Present: Mayor Jeff Foster; Council Members: Debra Schuette, Rick Smith, Jessica Klingfus, Raughn
Oakland

Public: Loren Swanson, Jan Ball, Paula Pike, Bonnie Nelson, Don Peterson, (Darrell Ingvaldson, Steve
Barrett Austin Area Foundation)

City Employees: City Clerk: Adria Vargas, Wayne Baldner (Absent) Jon Smerud (Absent)
All votes are by roll call vote.

Mayor Jeff Foster called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.; everyone stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.
Meeting Minutes from August’s regular meeting were approved with correction.

Steve Barrett discussed what the Austin Area Foundation established in 2003 holds funds totaling 3.8
Million they boosted having yields in 2023-2024 at 8.1% growth in their investment portfolio, stating that
they have been blessed with good financial advisors. We know what to branch out even further and really
show our commitment throughout the county. We want to focus an endowment fund on Ag and science
careers. We want to invest in our future young people many whom graduate have moved away like myself
I was gone 49 years and moved back we want them to stay here and invest themselves in their education
into careers here that will strengthen our communities Darrell Ingvalson and stated I have a business here
for 37 years and I want to stay here I may not live here and don't have a right to say much about how
things are run but we need to invest in our downtown area grow it and attract more businesses to
Brownsdale.

Mayor Foster moved on to public hearing at 7:30 PM to discuss the preliminary 2025 tax levy after much
discussion.

Council Member Klingfus made a motion to increase the general fund by 3% to $144,190.00 setting debt
service to $96,153.00 total $240,343.00, council Member Schuette seconded the motion 4Yeas, (1Nay
Foster)



City of Browmsdale
MINNESOTA
RESOLUTION 2024-14

A RESOLUTION APPROVING PRELIMINARY 2025 TAX LEVY

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Brownsdale, Minnesota, Mower County that the following sums are proposed amounts to be levied
for the year 2025, upon the taxable property in said City of Brownsdale.

GENERAL FUND - $144,190.00

DEBT SERVICE -
Bond 2016A-  $32,530.00
Bond 2025A- $63,623.00
FFM Loan Lift station (226) - $27,424.91
FFM Loan Shop (227) $ 41,227.36

TOTAL - $240,343.00

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the continuation hearing will be held on December 2"¢ ,2024 at 7:30pm at the monthly City Council
meeting.

The Brownsdale City Clerk/Treasurer is hereby instructed to transmit a certified copy of the Resolution to the County Auditor of the County of
Mower, State of Minnesota.

*(FFM Lift Station annual loan payments will be paid by the enterprise fund)
*(FFM City Shop annual loan payments will be paid through the general fund)

Passed by the City of Brownsdale this 3™ day of September ,2024

By: Attest:

Mayor (City Seal) City Clerk/Treasurer

Council Member Schuette made a motion to adjourn the preliminary tax levy hearing at 7:54pm.
Council Member Klingfus seconded the motion. 5Yea, ONays. Carried.

Mayor Foster opened the regular meeting at 7:55pm.

Council Member Schuette made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-14 providing for the issuance
and sale of a $575,000 general obligation improvement bond series 2024 A, pledging for the security
thereof special assessments and levying a tax payment. Council Member Klingfus seconded the
motion SYeas, ONays. Carried.



Council Member Schuette made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-15 accepting a donation from
the Friends of the pickle ball group fundraiser. Member Smith seconded the motion 5Yeas, 0Nays.
Carried.

Wayne also discussed the tree removal and stated that Morem would honor the cost of the current bid on
removing of trees of similar size in the fall. Council Member Schutte made a motion to hire Morem to
remove 6 more trees and stumps not to exceed $1,000 per tree. Council Member Klingfus seconded
the motion. SYeas, 0Nays. Carried.

The City Council discussed the 2030 Hwy 56 road project, Council Schuette made a motion to move
forward with the replacement of city utility infrastructure working with Jones, Haugh and Smith as
the City’s Engineering firm. Council Member Klingfus seconded the motion. 5Yeas, 0Nays. Carried.

Council Member Schuette made a motion to approve $45,000 towards the Library Budget for 2025.
Council Member Klingfus seconded the motion. 5Yeas, 0Nays. Carried.

Don Peterson asked if the council was aware that the water is hazy. He asked if the hydrants could be
opened and ran out again down by his house. Loren Swanson commented that there is the same problem
at his house with the water.

A concerned resident wanted to let the council know that the city has rats running down the streets at
night. I don’t want to complain about my neighbors and end up having them at my door, but the city must
do something. Raise the taxes all you want but [ won’t pay mine until something is done with all the
houses with junk and cars all piled around. When we moved here years ago, it was a nice clean city, we
could’ve moved to any place, but we moved here because of that. It’s terrible around my house.

Council Member Schuette gave the Council notice that she will be resigning from the Council and acting
Mayor as of September 4, 2025. Mayor Foster thanked Deb for all her years of service in the Council.
Mayor Foster went on the appointed Council Member Klingfus as Acting Mayor though 2024 term.
Council Member Schuette made a motion to appoint Council Member Klingfus as Acting Mayor for the
remainder of the 2024 term. Council Member Smith seconded the motion. 4Yeas, 1 Abstain (Klingfus)

Council Member Klingfus made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:27pm, Council Member
Schuette seconded the motion. SYeas, 0Nays. Carried.



