Garden Spot of Mower County
Mayor — Jeff Foster Council Members — Jessica Klingfus, Rick Smith, Raughn Oakland

City Clerk/Treasurer — Adria Vargas

Correspondence: PO Box 336, Brownsdale, MN 55918 (507)567-2177 (507)567-2250-fax email:
brownsdalecityclerk@gmail.com

City web site: brownsdalemn.com

City Council Meeting
November 4", 2024

Present: Mayor Jeff Foster; Council Members: Rick Smith, Jessica Klingfus, Raughn Oakland
Public: Loren Swanson, Jan Ball, Mary Moritz, Don Konken, Loren Swanson

City Employees: City Clerk: Adria Vargas, Wayne Baldner (Absent), Jon Smerud
All votes are by roll call vote.

Mayor Jeff Foster called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.; everyone stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.
Meeting Minutes from October 7" regular meeting were approved as written. Special Meeting minutes
from October 22" approved with one correction Council Member Smith was marked in attendance but
was absent. November 1% approved as written.

Council Member Klingfus made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-22 accepting a $100.00 dollar
donation from M Jones Electric for the pickle ball court Council Member Smith seconded the
motion 4Yeas, 0Nays. Carried.

Council Member Oakland reported that the loader was down for repair, he stated that RDO had been called
and serviced the machine. So far everything appears to be in working order. Council Member Oakland
stated that the tree trimming that was approved late fall will occurring yet this month or next pending
Morem’s schedule. He also stated that they should be back through town to do one more street sweeping.

The Council discussed the fans in the library and community room. After discussing the bid proposal
from Fox Electric for the fans in the community room and Library Council Member Klingfus made a
motion to accept the bid from Fox Electric to purchase and install 4 commercial style fans two in



the community room and two in the library in the amount of $1620.00. Council Member Smith
seconded the motion. 4Yeas, 0Nays. Carried.

Officer Smerud stated that a concern that he has with the back fill of the curbs at the site of the road
construction. Mayor Foster mentioned that the Clerk should call Brian Johnson to check into this concern.

Officer Smerud stated that he had been out for a week or so, he stated that he is feeling better and hopes to
be feeling 100 percent here really soon. He mentioned that there were quite a few kids out for Halloween
even though the weather wasn’t the greatest. He commented that the new tires have been installed on the
squad truck and the blower motor repaired seems to be functioning well.

Mayor Foster brought up the old police squad and discussed selling it at an auction. Officer Smerud said
he would follow up with MN Bid, where many other agencies sell and buy used police equipment. If this
isn’t an option, in the spring we can revisit it and maybe call Hamilton Auction as we have in the past.
Mayor Foster stated that we would be responsible for removing all the graphics. Officer Smerud said he
would reach out to Feather lite when needed.

Mayor Foster called a Special Meeting November 15" at 7:30am in the Clerk’s office to Canvas the Votes.

Don Konken mentioned that he had heard that the City was having some work done at the ponds and that
there was a muskrat problem. He stated a long time ago they were hunted or trapped, and they used the fur
and sometimes people ate them. Would hunting them help. Officer Smerud stated that no hunting or
shooting any kind can be done on the property.

Mayor Foster adjourned the Regular council meeting at 7:24pm 4Yeas, 0Nays. Carried he
proceeded to open the public hearing for past due water, sewer and lawn care bills.

No one was present to comment on their past due bills. Mayor Foster asked the clerk to divulge the
highest bill owing to the City. Clerk Vargas noted that the City reserves the right to collect through
the end of the year 2024 with that being said the highest bill was $773.42.

Don Konken stated that the City should do something about this, everyone must pay their bills. I have to
pay mine. Mayor Foster explained that these bills are being only assessed back to the property in question
for 1 year with interest.

Council Member Klingfus made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-23 Calling tax assessments
for Past Due water, sewer and lawn care bills in the city of Brownsdale for a one-year assessment at
7% percent interest. Council Member Smith seconded the motion. 4Yeas, 0 Nays. Carried.

Bills were presented and signed.



Council Member Klingfus made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:33pm, Council Member
Smith seconded the motion. 4Yeas, O0Nays. Carried.



