
City of Brownsdale 

Garden Spot of Mower County 

Mayor – Jeff Foster   Council Members – Jan Ball, Jessica Klingfus, Rick Smith, Raughn Oakland 

City Clerk/Treasurer – Adria Vargas 
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City web site: brownsdalemn.com 

Council Meeting 

January 2nd, 2025 

 

Present: Mayor Jeff Foster; Council Members: Rick Smith, Jessica Klingfus, Raughn Oakland, Jan Ball 

Public Present: Scott Hanson (MDH), Loren Swanson, Mary Moritz, Ryan Dorenkemper (BVFD), Sally 

Nyhus, Robb Luthe 

City Employees: City Clerk: Adria Vargas, Police Chief Jon Smerud. 

                                                              All votes are by roll call vote.  

                                       Mayor Foster called the meeting to order at 7:00pm 

                           Mayor Foster started the meeting with the pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Clerk Vargas assisted in giving the newly elected Mayor and Council Members their oaths of office. 

 

Mayor Foster then went on to appoint the vacant Council seat to Rick Smith, being the third in voting 

number as his interest in filling a Council seat. Council Member Smtih was assisted by the Clerk in oath 

of office. 

Meeting minutes from the December 2nd meeting were approved with one correction to add the amount 

of.75cents for employees increases along with the motion to action. Special meeting minutes dated 

December 6th were approved.  

 

Scott Hanson from MN Department of Health discussed the Wellhead Protection plan with the City 

Council. He stated that the Clerk has been working on following up with the State to facilitate completion 

of the plan, but that the State has had many changeovers in employees and then the plan was due during 

COVID, and they were all working remotely during that time.  He stated that tonight is the public 

informational portion of the plan and more meetings and updates to the council will follow as each phase 

is completed. He discussed the geology of the ground and 10-year travel time of the City’s water supply, 

and Well vulnerabilities. He also mentioned the dates that the wells were established. Council Member 

Oakland asked Scott if the drought impacted on our water levels in our wells. Scott stated that the depth to 

which our water is sitting probably had no direct impact. Scott reviewed the next steps with the plan in 



completing the body of the plan, setting up a Public Hearing and approval. He stated that a second 

extension has had to be granted due to the lack of resources from the state level. He stated that larger 

municipalities have contractors assisting in plan completion but in the City of Brownsdale’s case that the 

Clerk and himself have decided to work together in completing the plan together. Scott stated that within 

the next year or so the plan should be complete.  He also mentioned that there is a grant opportunity 

available for small Cities to make improvements to wellhead sites. He stated that there are many approved 

uses for the funds. He discussed the City’s water quality, nitrates, tritium, and briefly touched on PFAS 

because that is a topic and a center of news lately. He stated that the parts per trillion of PFAS here in 

town are almost undetectable. Mayor Foster asked him about spraying weeds directly impacting the water 

supply. Scott stated that as long as the contractor is following label guidelines that are not so much, but 

that what is done above soil does directly affect the ground water. Like salting the roads etc. in the 

wintertime.  Loren Swanson asked if there is a local agency that monitors area farms for their practices 

like using sludge as fertilizers? Scott commented that feedlot controls and the County feedlot inspections 

as well as the MPCA and MDS permits are also controlled.   

Mayor Foster set designations for the year 2025. Council Member Klingfus made a motion to approve 

resolution 2025-01 designations for annual appointments. Council Member Smith seconded the motion. 

5Yeas,0Nays. Carried.  

City of Brownsdale 

Garden Spot of Mower County 

RESOLUTION 2025-1 

DESIGNATING ANNUAL APPOINTMENTS 

WHEREAS, The Brownsdale City Council feels it is in the best interest of the City to designate professional services and official publications, and 

WHEREAS, the designations will go into effect January 2nd, 2025 and will be updated 

annually. 

Official Newspaper – Mower County Independent 

Official Depositories – First Farmers & Merchants Bank of Brownsdale 

City Attorney – Hoversten Law Office 

City Auditor – Feldmann & Company, CPAs, P.C. 

City Building Official – WSE/CMS of Rochester 

Acting Mayor – Jessica Klingfus 

Street Commissioner – Rick Smith 

Water & Sewer Commissioner – Jessica Klingfus 

Police Commissioner – Jeff Foster 

Safety Commissioner – Jan Ball 

Parks/Library- Raughn Oakland 

Emergency Director/Commissioner – Police Chief Jonathan Smerud 

Library Board Members – Jan Ball, Amanda Rhoades, Wendy Anderson, Laura Anderson, Vacancy 

Park Board Members and EDA Board Members – not formally organized at this time 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Brownsdale, Minnesota hereby designates the above-mentioned providers as listed. 

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Brownsdale, Mower County, this 2nd day of January, 2025. 

After a lengthy discussion about the water and sewer charges Council Member Klingfus made a motion 

to approve Resolution 2025-02 fee schedule, Council Member Smith seconded the motion. 5Yeas, 

0Nays. Carried.  



Council reopened discussion on Resolution 2025-02, they opened the discussion about adding 

underground sprinkler charges to residents in the city limits. After much debate, Council Member 

Klingfus made a motion to amend the fee schedule to include a yearly charge of $100.00 to all 

residents who own underground sprinkler systems. Council Member Smith seconded the motion. 

5Yeas, 0Nays. Carried.  

Ryan Dorenkemper asked the City Council to approve an off-site BINGO gambling permit to be held 

February 8th ,2025 at the Firehall.  Council Member Klingfus made a motion to approve Resolution 

2025-04. Council Member Smith seconded the motion. 5Yeas, 0Nays. Carried.  

 

Chief Smerud discussed the light on the squad, he stated that after pulling it into the Ford garage it hasn’t 

turned on again. He stated that he will be watching the squad and will report any further issues and take it 

in for service as needed. He mentioned that the taser warranty is expiring but does not think the 

department needs to purchase a new system. He stated that we are better off than many other departments 

in that respect. He passed out his monthly report and stated that he had nothing more to add.  

 

Mayor Foster called for a motion from the Council regarding a tobacco license for GAS N’ GO, Council 

Member Klingfus made a motion to grant GAS N’ GO their tobacco license. Council Member Ball 

seconded the motion. 5Yeas,0Nays. Carried.  

 

Mayor Foster presented Resolution 2025-03 accepting park donations for $1050.00 from the porch pot 

fundraiser, $48.00 from the change can at GAS N’ Go, and $304.00 from BABA half profit from the 

basket auction. Council Member Klingfus made a motion to accept Resolution for donations to the 

park. Council Member Smith seconded the motion. 5Yeas, 0Nays. Carried.  

 

Mayor Foster presented the annual audit engagement letter from Feldmann and Associates. Council 

Member Klingfus made a motion to approve and sign the engagement letter for the 2024 audit. 

Council Member Smith seconded the motion. 5yeas,0Nays. Carried.  

 

After discussion the council agreed to the 2025/2026 Council Meeting Schedule. Council Member Ball 

made a motion accepting the City Council Meeting Schedule. Council Member Klingfus seconded 

the motion. 5Yeas, 0Nays. Carried. 

 

 

                                              Monthly bills were presented and signed 

 

Council Member Klingfus made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:50pm, Council Member 

Smith seconded the motion. 5Yeas, 0Nays. Carried.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


