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Council Meeting 

                                                                    February 3rd, 2025 

 

Present: Mayor Jeff Foster; Council Members: Rick Smith, Jessica Klingfus(Absent), Raughn Oakland, 

Jan Ball 

Public Present: Brandon Johnson Bollig Engineering, Loren Swanson, Mary Moritz, Don Konken, 

       Kelly Westpahl 

 

City Employees: City Clerk: Adria Vargas, Police Chief Jon Smerud (Absent). 

 All votes are by roll call vote.  

 Mayor Foster called the meeting to order at 7:00pm 

    Mayor Foster started the meeting with the pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

 

Meeting minutes from the January 2nd meeting were approved. 

 

Brandon Johnson presented Information about the services available with Bollig Engineering. 

The Council and public asked a few questions about the area of work, grants for tree removal. 

Public comment: Mary Moritz asked how it’s determined which trees are priorities vs others. 

Don Konken asked what the law pertaining to moving the wood. He knows of some Amish that would 

love to have it to sawed up into boards. Mayor Foster stated that the wood from the diseased trees must 

not leave Mower County, that was the last update that had been received.  

 Mayor Foster stated that the tree company does a ride along with public works and then determines 

which trees are the most dangerous, then the trees are removed as soon as they can mobilize in town.   

Kelly Westphal inquired about the process for a building permit. Mayor Foster responded that she would 

need to meet with the City Clerk and that she would be able to help her through the process.  



  Mayor Foster presented Resolution 2025-05 accepting park donations for $44.00 from the change can at 

GAS N’ Go Council Member Smith made a motion to accept Resolution for donations to the park. 

Council Member Oakland seconded the motion. 4Yeas, 0Nays. Carried.  

  Mayor Foster asked the Council to consider an alternate date for the July meeting due to a change in the 

Mayor’s schedule. The alternate date that was chosen was Tuesday July 1st, the council rescheduled the 

July meeting. 

  Raughn reported that Hawkins was on site at the wellhouse to assess the damage caused by the 

thermostat of the heater sticking. Parts have been ordered, and they should be back to complete the work 

yet this week.  

The Mayor and the council discussed the ash trees in town and decided to check into pricing to do another 

round of trees this spring or summer.  

Mayor Foster asked the Council about their thoughts on the pickleball courts, stating that come spring 

many community members will want to know how the process is coming along. He also commented that 

due to the upcoming 56 road construction project and all the tree removal that spending really needs to be 

watched.  

Council Member Smith made a motion to roll over the CD #1 maturing 02/15/2025 in the amount of 

274,043.74 plus interest into another 9-month term at market rate. Council Member 4Yeas, 0Nays. 

Carried.   

Council Member Smith made a motion to enter into a contract with Brownsdale Volunteer Fire 

Department for contract year 2026 at $22,905.00 with a 0% increase. Council Member Oakland 

seconded the motion. 4Yeas, 0Nays. Carried.  

 

 

                                                  Monthly bills were presented and signed 

 

Council Member Smith made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:17pm, Council Member 

Oakland seconded the motion. 4Yeas, 0Nays. Carried.  

 


