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Council Meeting 

March 3rd, 2025 

Mayor and Council present: Jeff Foster, Jessica Klingfus, Raughn Oakland, Rick Smith, Jan Ball 

Public Present: Loren Swanson, Mary Moritz, Don Peterson, Bonnie Peterson 

 

                                    Mayor Foster started the meeting at 7:00pm, with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Minutes were approved with corrections 

Mayor Foster started the meeting with Public Comment: Don Peterson mentioned that his water continues to be 

cloudy. He asked Council Member Klingfus where she was at in terms of talking to Mower County about having the 

water tested. Council Member Klingfus stated that she had called but hadn’t heard anything back from Val. Mayor 

Foster stated that MN Rural Water needs to come back out, asked that Public Works please reach out to them and ask 

that they come back.  

Bonnie Williams wanted to update the Council on the pickle ball court. She stated that she had met with the Clerk to 

fill out a grant from ORU for $1,000.00, she stated that the other grants have so many requirements and are a 

lengthy project requiring funding that doesn’t include state or federal monies. She stated that she would like a 

different location in the park. Mayor Foster stated that there aren’t many other spots it could sit, if we put it east of 

the park pavilion that wouldn’t leave any space to expand the park in any way. Bonnie mentioned that the SMIF 

grant that Brownsdale wrote for was turned down. However, Adams was approved. SMIF wants to see a community 

response by getting together and working on the project together. She stated that Adams was having a day in the 

park kind of thing and believes that why they were chosen. Bids were presented with this year’s numbers for 

cement. She stated that the cost went up and mentioned that they would like the big court and would like 6-inch 

cement instead of 4-inch.  She also mentioned that maybe the project could be done in parts rather than the project 

all at one time. She mentioned that there are opportunities through Pizza Ranch and Qdoba for funds all that would 

need to be done is to hang some flyers and stop in and eat on that specific day. Mayor Foster asked if the Fire 

Department had been notified. The Clerk commented that they had written a letter to both the Fire Dept. and the 

Sons of the American Legion, and both entities want a plans and figures as to what the project is going to cost. Other 

ideas were to reach out to IBI, Akkerman, BABA and the bank. Bonnie asked if a letter should be written or is it 

better to go in person. Mayor Foster thought it would be better to go in person.  

The Mayor moved on to the Public Works report. Raughn mentioned that he burned the brush dump during this last 

snow. He stated that MJ O’ Conner had been in the fluoride room to look at the damage that was left when the 

thermostat was stuck on and make a plan to fix it as time allows. He stated that he hasn’t heard anything from 

Husemoller about the continuation of the Pond Project. He stated that he would call and talk to Mark to get an ETA.  

The Council discussed the Ash trees in town. Mayor Foster said they aren’t going to get better as time goes on. 

Council Member Klingfus made a motion to remove trees not to exceed $20,000.00 using the previous agreed 



amount per tree.  Council Member smith seconded the motion. 5Yeas, 0Nays Carried. Raughn is going to reach 

back out to Danielle Morem and set another time aside to work on tree as their schedule allows. 

 

 

Chief Smerud said that he has been working with the POST Board and all post policies have been reviewed and that 

the City is in compliance with the board.  

The clerk discussed an email received from the County on forfeited properties that have been taken back to the state. 

The last year’s assessments are null and void due exemption and will not be collected. She asked that the Council 

make a motion to stop all billings as required by law. Council Member Klingfus made a motion to stop all 

billings to 22.002.0040 and 22.003.0110 as they are exempt. Council Member Smith seconded the motion. 

5Yeas, 0Nays. Carried.  

The Council discussed the community of Brownsdale Facebook page. There was an email sent to the Clerk and 

Mayor about some public posts that present the City as less than favorable light. It was brought up that Deb runs the 

page and has been trying to keep with posts and delete them as she’s able, but it appears that the page has been 

hacked. After and heated back and forth between Council Member Smith and Klingfus. That if the page is causing 

problems and stress then it should be deleted.  

 

                                                            Bills were presented and signed 

Coiuncil Member Klingfus made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:51pm. Council Member Ball seconded 

the motion. 5Yeas, 0Nays. Carried.  

 

 

 

 


