Garden Spot of Mower County
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Council Meeting
May 5%, 2025
Mayor and Council present: Jeff Foster, Jessica Klingfus, Raughn Oakland, Rick Smith, Jan Ball

Public Present: Loren Swanson, Mary Moritz, Don Konken, Loren Swanson, Bruce McGowan,
Bryce Johnson, Courtney Johnson, Mike Lorentz, Brad Peterson, Annette Peterson, Bonnie
Nelson, Christ Nyhus

Mayor Foster started the meeting at 7:00pm, with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Minutes were approved as written

Mayor Foster started the meeting with Public Comment:

Bonnie Nelson approached the council about the need to update the waste ordinance. She
fears that this is causing potential issues for infestation.

Don Konken agreed with Bonnie, as I said before we aren’t the garden spot of Mower
County anymore. It’s quite an eyesore. Mayor Foster stated that people just don’t take care of
their things anymore. The times are changing now. Don and Bonnie made a comment that the
city needs to be harsher with the demands. Clerk Vargas mentioned that the County has a solid
waste ordinance that should be considered, stating that the county, if invited, would take on the
task of letters and cleanup plans.

Mayor Foster addressed the public in attendance that the waterway is not a city issue, but
more civil between neighbors. It will be investigated if there is actually a covered storm drain in
that area. There is nothing on City maps about a grate or drain in that area. Mayor Foster and all
involved stated that would be the best-case scenario for all involved.

Council Member Klingfus made a motion to approve the chicken permit for Nyhus
Council Member Smith seconded the motion. SYeas, 0Nays. Carried.



Bryce Johnson inquired about the sign for Peace Street for children at play. A sign was
brought from the Clerk’s office by public works and will be placed on Peace Street facing
County Rd. 2

The Mayor moved on to the Public Works report. Raughn that the tree work is completed but
would like to continue moving forward. Mayor Foster stated that due to funding it would not be
able to be done until Fall.

The Council discussed the collapsed portion of the city tiling of the storm sewer on Bruce
Barnum’s farmland. Mayor Foster has asked Elcor to take a look since they are in town working
at the Coop. He also will have them raise the manhole cover to the rear of California Street.

Chief Smerud said that he received the new vest, and the state will reimburse the city for most
of the cost. Chief Smerud and the council discussed the 2017 Police SUV that is in storage. They
asked that he place the car on the post site for sale until the next meeting.

The Council reviewed the policies and removed 60day time frame for usage of 4 paid
bereavement days. The council added a social media policy as requested by the state
investigators office. Council Member Klingfus made a motion to adopt Social Media Policy.
Council Member Smith seconded the motion. SYeas,0Nays. Carried.

Council Member Smith brought to the Council Members attention that there’s a Brownsdale
phone number that the Clerk uses to text the Brownsdale City Council Members from on the City
of Sargeant’s website. Clerk Vargas stated that she texts the council from her own personal cell
phone for their convenience. Council Member Smith then proceeded to accuse the Clerk of
working both City’s work at the same time as being on the Brownsdale clock. Clerk Vargas
assured Council Member Smith that that isn’t the case. Council Member Klingfus asked if he had
any evidence and with none, she proceeded to tell him that a meeting was not the place or time to
discuss this matter. She told him that he lacked tact and that his actions are inappropriate and
inexcusable.

Bills were presented and signed

Council Member Klingfus made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:13pm. Council
Smith seconded the motion 5Yeas, 0Nays. Carried



