City of Brownsdale

Garden Spot of Minnesota

Mayor and Council present: Jeff Foster, Jessica Klingfus, Raughn Oakland, Rick Smith, Jan Ball

Correspondence: PO Box 336, Brownsdale, MN 55918 (507)567-2177 (507)567-2250-fax email:
brownsdalecityclerk@gmail.com

City web site: brownsdalemn.com
Council Meeting
August 4%, 2025

Mayor and Council present: Jeff Foster, Jessica Klingfus, Raughn Oakland (Absent), Rick Smith,
Jan Ball

Public Present: Loren Swanson, Mary Moritz, Don Peterson, Don Konken, Andy Swank,
Amanda Rhodes, Wendy Anderson, Bonnie Williams, Bridget Tapp, Rep. Patty Mueller, Deb
Smith

Mayor Foster started the meeting at 7:00pm, with the Pledge of Allegiance.
July meeting minutes were approved.

Don Peterson approached the council about the deterioration of Peace Street, he brought a can
of rocks that have been coming up on his property via car tires, he states they are all over his
garage floor and being brought into the house on their shoes, he also stated that when it rains the
rain is seeping down into the road and is heaving it up in sections. Mayor Foster stated that we
just don’t have the money to repair all the roads that need attention. The City just doesn’t have a
big pot of money to be used. He also asked the council who oversees weed control on Hwy 56
Business district. Mayor Foster stated that it is the responsibility of the property owners, just like
mowing or shoveling. He also asked if there was something that the City could do to bring
businesses back to Brownsdale grants or something. Mayor Foster replied that yes there are
grants available, but many are matching grants, and the city isn’t just going to hand out tax
dollars to a private business, we just don’t have the money to do that, our tax base is low, and we
don’t bring in that type of tax dollars.

Don Konken commented that someone has been out at the Rocket tearing up the grass, he said
it’s so bad now it’s getting hard to mow. Officer Smerud stated that he is out of his jurisdiction
but has heard something about this around town and would consider any future happenings to be
taken care of.

Mayor Foster addressed the library board Members Rhoades and Anderson; he stated that there
isn’t enough of the voting council present with council member Oakland absent to be able to vote



on the library budget for 2026. An agreement was made to table this topic until the September
meeting.

Mayor Foster suspended the regular council meeting at 7:14pm to open the Public Hearing on
the 2026 Property tax levy. After discussion with the community members present at the meeting
on the upcoming projects that need attention, as well as increasing prices Don Konken
commented “we can’t get projects done if we don’t have any money”. Council Member
Klingfus made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-9 approving a 5% tax levy increase,
General Fund at $151,400.00, Debt Service fund at $93,123.00 for a preliminary levy total
for 2026 of $244,523.00 Council Member Smith approved the motion. 4 Yeas, 0Nays,
Carried. Public Hearing for the final levy was set for December 1542025, at 7:30pm.

Council Member Ball made a motion to adjourn the public hearing at 7:29pm, Council
Member Klingfus seconded the motion. 4Yeas, 0Nays. Carried. Mayor Foster opened the
regular meeting at 7:30pm.

Mayor Foster passed the sealed bids to the Clerk to open. Council Member Klingfus
made a motion to accept the winning bid of $7800.00 the 2017 Ford Explorer Police
Interceptor. Council member Ball seconded the motion. 4Yeas, 0Nays. Carried. Date for
pickup August 14™ 2025, at both parties convenience.

Officer Smerud stated that all monthly training has been done and everything is running well.

The Council discussed tree bids one bid was received from Rock Creek in the amount of
$8,778 for removal of trees, stump grinding, fill, seed. After a brief discussion they want to have
an extra few trees removed in this bunch, Council Member Klingfus made a motion to
approve the bid from Rock Creek in amount of not to exceed $10,000. Council Member
Smith seconded the motion.4Yeas,0Nays. Carried.

The Council tabled the decision on the crosswalk until more information can be provided.

State Representative Mueller discussed the latest updates from the regular and special session.
She touched on various topics including a bill that was passed for student teacher training. She
touched on bonding dollars and offered the city some assistance in helping locate some funding
sources to aid the city. She touched on cannabis, fraud and abuse in governmental programs, the
work that had been done to secure 100% of promised LGA funding to all cities. She also
discussed the new paid sick leave act that will be starting come January of 2026.

The Mayor and Council discussed and reviewed bids for the pickleball project. The group has
fundraised their requested half down in order for the city to fund and agree to the project.
Husemoller has been accepted to do the groundwork/excavation totaling $7333.80, Jim
Cummings concrete was awarded the bid for $22,480.00, along with Rolling Green fencing for
fencing for a total of $12,880.00. Council Member Klingfus made a motion to approve the
bids for services with Husemoller, Cummings and Rolling Green fencing, paint, net and



supplies not exceeding $50,000 including the fundraising funds already given to be
treasured by the City. Council Member Ball seconded the motion. 4Yeas, 0Nays. Carried.

The Council discussed the CD that is set to renew 09/06/2025 and wanted the council to think
about what should be done and come with their thoughts to the Sept. meeting.

The Clerk presented a request from Julie Schieck to plant a tree in the park in memory of
Maynard Akkerman. The Council approved the planting of a tree of the city’s choosing and
location. Mayor Foster asked the clerk to call Weis Landscaping for suggestions. Don Konken
asked that the City choose a location around the perimeter of the park so that the kids would still
have room to play ball.

Andy Swank approached the council asking for the council approval to annex some land into
the city limits from the township. Council Member Klingfus made a motion to allow the
annexation at Andy Swanks cost for all attorney fees, state fees, filing fees associated to the
request. Council Member Ball seconded the motion. 4Yeas, ONays. Carried. The conversation
continued about the process of the request, the drainage issues and moving of a hydrant that
would be near a driveway that would be potentially built to access the planned construction of a
garage in the lot. Andy asked whose responsibility would be running city utilities to the building.
Permission to the Clerk was granted to contact the city attorney for cost estimate and outline the
process of the abatement.

Council Member Klingfus made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-08 accepting
donations and memorials totaling $1010.00 to Brownsdale’s Gerbig Park for pickleball
court, Council Member Smith seconded the motion. 4 Yeas ,0Nays. Carried

Bills were presented, signed and paid.

Council Member Klingfus made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:10pm. Council
Member Smith seconded the motion. 4 Yeas, 0Nays. Carried.



