City of Brownsdale

Garden Spot of Minnesota

Mayor and Council present: Jeff Foster, Jessica Klingfus, Raughn Oakland, Rick Smith, Jan
Ball

Correspondence: PO Box 336, Brownsdale, MN 55918 (507)567-2177 (507)567-2250-fax
email: brownsdalecityclerk@gmail.com

City web site: brownsdalemn.com
Council Meeting
October 6, 2025

Mayor and Council present: Jeff Foster, Jessica Klingfus, Raughn Oakland(Absent), Rick
Smith, Jan Ball

Public Present: Don Konken, Mary Moritz, Amanda Rhodes, Andy Swank
Mayor Foster started the meeting at 7:00pm, with the Pledge of Allegiance.
September meeting minutes were approved with correction.

After Mayor Foster addressed the public asking for comments, after hearing none he
moved to new business.

Mayor Foster addressed the library board Member Rhodes she brought forward that Board
Member Jenelle Parks had stepped down. The board received on library board application
for Jessica Blocki she had been unanimously voted in by the board and needed a motion to
move through the appointment process. Council Member Klingfus made a motion to
approve the recommendation for Jessica Blocki to join the library board. Council
Member Smith seconded the motion. 4Yeas, ONays. Carried.

Officer Smerud stated that pricing is not available yet for the 2026-year models, the Ford
150 Models. He will have the prices to the council as soon as they are available. Officer
Smerud stated that the tires need to be replaced before winter. He had the clerk reach out
to order off state bid and they will be installed as soon as they are delivered. He also stated
that cell service remains to be a problem and wanted to ask the Council if the City could
potentially move to T Mobile. Mayor Foster asked that it be looked into, and information
relayed to the Council at the November Meeting.

The Council discussed the remaining 50 or so trees that need to be removed. Mayor
Foster stated that he had asked Raughn to get a quote from Rock Creek for the removal of



said trees. Mayor Foster commented maybe they could work through the winter and get
them taken care of. Mayor Foster stated that the groundwork has been started for the
pickleball court.

The Council discussed the annexation for Andy and Michelle Swank. The Mayor stated that
there are a few questions that need to be answered as far as the easement, what
subdivision it’s in and how that can be tied into or not tied into a current lot. They discussed
stubbing of water and sewer service to the lot. Mayor Foster said that the city’s
responsibility is to supply water and sewer stub one to each property, then opening this up
to a precedent for future development of lots with more than one service. Andy Swank
stated that he would pay the extra water bill if that was the issue, the city would eventually
recuperate the funds and would also be getting additional property taxes. They went on to
say if he didn’t connect the two parcels that depending on what division the property isin
there might have to be a variance signed and there may not be an agreement with all of the
neighbors down there. Council Member Klingfus made a motion to accept Resolution
2025-12 in the matter of the orderly annexation between the City of Brownsdale and
Red Rock Township pursuant to Minn. Stat. 414.0325, Council Member Smith
seconded the motion. 4Yeas, ONays. Carried.

Mayor Foster discussed the fuel account with the council. He stated that he had spoken to
Freeborn County Coop. and asked for details about setting up a business account. He
stated that he had spoken to Kevin K. that he stated a fill-up service was available as the
delivery person would be coming through town as it could be scheduled, and we would not
need to have a fuel tank installed. Council Member Klingfus made a motion to open a
business account with Freeborn Mower Coop. with 4 cards. Council Member Smith
seconded the motion. 4Yeas, ONays.

Council Member Klingfus made a motion to grant a permit to the Mower County Trail
Community for the snowmobile access near the corner of the brush dump. Council
Member Smith seconded the motion. 4Yeas, ONay. Carried.

After a brief explanation from the clerk about the Liability coverage waiver Council
Member Klingfus made a motion to choose DOES NOT WAIVE. Council Member Smith
seconded the motion. 4Yeas, ONays. Carried.

The Council had a brief discussion about employee increases that would take effect on

January 5™, 2026. Council Member Ball made a motion to increase police, clerk and

Public works .75 cents additional per hour. Council Member Klingfus seconded the
motion. 4Yeas, ONays. Carried.



The Council discussed pay equity, step scale increases, COLA increases and employee
reviews. Within the next year the information can be collected and discussed for the start
of the 2027 year since the council had already made a decision for 2026.

Council Member Klingfus made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-11 approving an
offsite gambling permit to the Brownsdale Volunteer Fire Department on Nov. 1%, 2025.
5 Yeas ,0Nays. Carried.

The Council tabled the decision on the crosswalk until more information can be provided.

Bills were presented, signed and paid.

Council Member Klingfus made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:26pm. Council
Member Smith seconded the motion. 5Yeas, ONays. Carried.



