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Council Meeting
September 3, 2025

Mayor and Council present: Jeff Foster, Jessica Klingfus, Raughn Oakland, Rick Smith, Jan
Ball

Public Present: Loren Swanson, Mary Moritz, Amanda Rhodes, Wendy Anderson, Deb
Smith

Mayor Foster started the meeting at 7:00pm, with the Pledge of Allegiance.
August meeting minutes were approved as written.

After Mayor Foster addressed the public asking for comments, after hearing none he
moved to new business.

Wayne Baldner handed in his resignation effective September 17™, 2025. He thanked the
Council passed and current for the opportunity to have worked with such a great group of
folks. Council Member Klingfus thanked him for all his time and hard work. Council
Member Klingfus made a motion to accept Wayne’s resignation as of September 17", 2025.
Council Member Smith seconded the motion. 5Yeas, ONays. Carried.

Council Member Oakland touched on the situation and bid for filling the cracks on Sunset
Street. He stated that he had a meeting scheduled with Josh and that he was called back
stating that he couldn’t find the address, Josh ended up in Brownsville, MN, not
Brownsdale, MN. Calls have gone out to reschedule a time for a quote. The Council briefly
discussed a dump trailer and a snow bucket and found that neither of the two options
would be a good fit at this time.

Mayor Foster stated that due to conflicts of interest and concerns for future complaints
that Council Member Ball, being a voting Member of the Board, should abstain. He also
commented that Council Member Smith should also abstain. Council Member Smith



stated he has spoken to an attorney and that they are not legally married and that he can

legally vote but will abstain. Mayor Foster commented that even If they’ve lived together for

7 years or more, they are considered married. Council Member Smith stated thatisn’t the
case for Minnesota.

Mayor Foster addressed the library board Members Rhodes and Anderson; he stated this
item of business had been tabled from the August meeting due to voting attendance. The
Board presented their 2026 budget requesting an increase of $1600.00 to cover wage
increases from 2025, for a total request for city funds of $46,600. The board stated that
they earmark the city portion for only wages. Mayor Foster stated that the Council can’t
decide how that money is spent or directed. The Board said that itis only in the library
budget that has been earmarked. The reserve money of $18,400 was discussed. Council
Member Oakland asked Deb Smith what does the Library consider as a large purchase that
they may consider using those funds for? Deb stated furniture, increase in SELCO fees and
ADA compliances patrons for use of restrooms so that they don’t have to go outside and
around the building and come back inside to use the restroom. Mayor Foster stated that
building maintenance and upgrades would be the City’s responsibility, Deb commented
that she would like to think that the library would contribute to the cost sharing. She also
stated that many grants ask for a matching of funds, that money could be used there as
well. Deb mentioned that she doesn’t feel that her department or effort is valued as much
as other departments, the Clerk, Maintenance, and Police. They seem to have an open
budget, and she feels that she needs to fight for her share. She commented that she is
getting an increase in funding from the County, and they see that she is at the same level of
services to the patrons and the community as Grand Meadow and Leroy, with a lot less
hours, staffing and funds. She stated money is being spent on a new squad car and a
pickleball court, but the library isn’t valued. After much more conversation and discussion
on City budget items such as trees, HWY 56 project for 2030 and other road construction
projects, Council Member Klingfus made a motion to approve $ 45,000 for the 2026 Library
budget. Council Member Oakland 2" the motion. 3Yeas,2Abstain (Ball, Smith) Carried.

Officer Smerud stated that pricing is not available yet for the 2026-year models, the Ford
150 Models. He will have the prices to the council as soon as they are available. He then

stepped out to deal with an ongoing matter that required his attention.

The Council discussed the stumps that have remained since Mayor Foster, Kobe and
Raughn have been cutting down trees, Mayor Foster stated that there are 8 or 9 stumps that
need to be ground out. Rock Creek can do them or David Crabtree can be called for

removal.

The Council tabled the decision on the crosswalk until more information can be provided.



The Mayor and Council discussed the upcoming CD renewal dated 09/06/2025 Council
Member Klingfus made a motion to roll $150,000 and interest into a 4-month CD.
Council Member Ball seconded the motion. 5Yeas, ONays. Carried.

The Council discussed Phil Hatten’s water bill at the shop by request of the Property owner.
After discussion, Although the city realizes that he is using the space as a hobby location.
The council decided that the billing needs to remain the same due to the zoning of the
building location, per ordinance the billing and water usage do not correlate due to not
being metered.

Council Member Klingfus made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-10accepting
donation of $750.00 from Hayfield Son’s of the American Legion and $6,126.59 from
the Brownsdale Development Corporation for the pickleball court, Council Member

Smith seconded the motion. 5 Yeas ,0Nays. Carried.

Bills were presented, signed and paid.

Council Member Klingfus made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:04pm. Council
Member Smith seconded the motion. 5Yeas, ONays. Carried.



