
City of Brownsdale 

Garden Spot of Minnesota 

Correspondence: PO Box 336, Brownsdale, MN 55918 (507)567-2177 (507)567-2250-fax 
email: brownsdalecityclerk@gmail.com 

City web site: brownsdalemn.com 

Council Meeting 

Dec 1st, 2025 

Mayor and Council present: Jeff Foster, Jessica Klingfus (Absent), Raughn Oakland, Rick 
Smith, Jan Ball 

Public Present: Loren Swanson, Mary Moritz, Matt Long 

 Mayor Foster started the meeting at 7:00pm, with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

       Meeting minutes were approved.  

After Mayor Foster addressed the public asking for comments, after hearing none he 
moved to new business.  

   Mayor Foster was contacted by Bonnie Willams about purchasing a net for the pickleball 
court. She had stated that there were some good black Friday sales. Mayor Foster told her 

to order and turn the receipt to the clerk for reimbursement.  

     The Council discussed the camp campion neutering program. After the discussion the 
council decided not to entertain the feral trapping and neutering program. 

   Council Member Smith made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-13 accepting 
donations from the Porch Pot fundraising, totaling $1206.00 for the pickleball court. 

Council Member Oakland seconded the motion. 4 Yeas ,0Nays. Carried.  

   Council Member Smith made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-15 designating 
the election polling place and combining with Red Rock Township. Council Member 

Ball seconded the motion. 4 Yeas ,0Nays. Carried.  

Officer Smerud stated he ordered the new squad and found that the state bid wasn’t 
figured into the previous bid and the final cost came in roughly $10,000 less than the 

original bid. The squad will be delivered between 8 – 12 weeks from date of order. 

Raughn reported that the Christmas lights will be up towards the end of the week. 



He also asked if He and Jeff could go around and determine what trees need to be removed 
so that bids can be obtained to finish all of the Ash Tree removal.  

The Council discussed public works position that was open for hire. Two applicants one 
called and stated schedule conflicts and were invited to the council meeting by the clerk to 

ask for an impromptu interview, as interviews had already been scheduled. This person 
was not present to request such interview, and the council went on to finalize the decision.  

Council Member Ball made a motion to hire Wayne Baldner. Council Member Smith 
seconded the motion. 3Yeas, 1 Abstain (Oakland)  

The council discussed the sidewalk in front of 204 Fremont Street. It was stated that 
historically in the past if sidewalks were in rough shape and was not interfering with a 

walked route and leaving gaps in sidewalk spaces it can be removed and grassed over. 

The Clerk mentioned to the council that there was a question from Craig Gwin Jr. about an 
old basketball hoop Being stored behind the old shop he wondered if it would be able to be 
purchased or donated. The Council discussed that the item could be sold for one dollar in 

as in condition, assuming no liability, responsibility.  The city holds no warrants for the 
workability or reliability of the item, damage it could or may cause to property, self or 

others. 

The council reviewed and discussed the addendum for the new MN Paid Leave Law that 
will go into effect on January 1st, 2026.  Council Member Ball made a motion to adopt the 

addendum into the personnel policy and moved to pay 0.66% as the employer with no split 
between employee and employer.  Mayor Foster seconded the motion. 2Yeas, (2Abstain 

Smith and Oakland), one absent (Klingfus). Carried. 

 

Bills were presented, signed and paid. 

Council Member Oakland made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:28pm. Council 
Member Smith seconded the motion. 4Yeas,0Nays. Carried. 

 

Mayor Foster opened the public hearing at 7:30pm. 

There was a brief discussion on the Final certifiable 2026 property tax levy. Mayor Foster 
asked the public in attendance on their thoughts on the levy.  Council Member Smith 

made a motion to adopt Resolution 2025-14 adopting the certified final property tax 
levy the City of Brownsdale. Council Member Oakland seconded the motion. 4Yeas, 

0Nays. Carried. 



 

City of Brownsdale, Minnesota 

RESOLUTION 2025-14 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING FINAL CERTIFIED 2026 TAX LEVY 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Brownsdale, Minnesota, Mower County, that the following sums are proposed amounts to be levied for the year 2026, upon the taxable 
property in said City of Brownsdale. 

GENERAL FUND   – $151,400.00 

DEBT SERVICE     – $93,123.00 

(Bond 2016A-    $30,047.00) 

(Bond 2024A- $63,076.00) 

Other Indebtedness- not included in the total assessment 

*FFM Loan Lift station (226) - $27,484.91 

*FFM Loan Shop (227) $ 41,227.36 

TOTAL – $244,523.00  

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the continuation hearing was held on  

December 1st ,2025 at 7:30pm at the monthly City Council meeting. 

The Brownsdale City Clerk/Treasurer is hereby instructed to transmit a certified copy of the Resolution to the County Auditor of the County of Mower, State of Minnesota. 

*(FFM Lift Station annual loan payments will be paid by the enterprise fund) 

*(FFM City Shop annual loan payments will be paid through the general fund) 

Passed by the City of Brownsdale this 1st day of December ,2025 

 

 

 

By: ________________________________   Attest: ____________________________ 

Mayor (City Seal)    City Clerk/Treasurer 

 

      

 

 

 

   Council Member Ball made a motion to adjourn the Public Hearing at 7:38pm. 
Council Member Smith seconded the motion. 4Yeas, 0Nays. Carried.  

 

 

 



 

 


