
City of Brownsdale 

Garden Spot of Minnesota 

Mayor and Council present: Jeff Foster, Jessica Klingfus, Raughn Oakland, Rick Smith, Jan 
Ball 

Public Present: Loren Swanson, Mary Moritz, Mitch Unverzagt, Isaac Gorman (B.Burke 
Vanags CPA) 

 

Council Meeting 

March 2nd, 2026 

 

 Mayor Foster started the meeting at 7:00pm, with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

       Meeting minutes were approved as written.  

 Mayor Foster addressed the public asking for comments, after hearing none he moved to 
new business.  

Isaac Gorman from B.Burke Vanags CPA, presented the findings of the 2025 annual audit.  

   Council Member Klingfus made a motion to accept the 2025 audit report, Council 
Member Smith seconded the motion.5Yeas ,0Nays. Carried.  

The Council reviewed the water and wastewater contracts for 2026-2029. Council Member 
Klingfus made a motion to approve the water and wastewater contract with Natalie 

Carroll to include the request of a $125.00 monthly rate increase in water and 
wastewater. Council Member Smith seconded the motion. 5Yeas,0Nays. Carried.  

Council Member Ball made a motion to grant approval on a 1yr. tobacco license for 
Snak Atak of Brownsdale. Council Member Smith seconded the motion. 5Yeas,0Nays. 

Carried.  

Council Member Ball made a motion to enter into a contract with Brownsdale 
Volunteer Fire Department payment for year 2026 due of $22,905.00. The year 2027 will 
include an increase of 3%. Council Member Smith seconded the motion. 5Yeas,0Nays. 

Carried.  



Council Member Klingfus made a motion to approve Husemoller Excavating to clean 
up the brush dump in the amount of $ 7,975.00. Council Member Smith seconded the 

motion. 5Yeas,0Nays. Carried. 

 

The council discussed a concern with the community room between the group and the 
library.  The group was upset due to a letter that was left prompting them to be cleaned up 

and out of the center to allow the librarian to set up for an activity.  This topic was 
commented on by the Mayor stating that the library does not own the hall and that this is a 

community space and to work things out. This was also brought to the attention of the 
library board. 

The Council discussed calling RDO in to give instructions on how to operate the plow. 
Mayor Foster asked that they be scheduled to come sometime in the future.  

The Council discussed the CD that is set to be renewed on March 16th, 2026.  Council 
Member Klingfus made a motion to renew the CD $292,103.75 plus interest into 

another 4-month term. Council Member Smith seconded the motion. 5Yeas,0Nays. 
Carried.  

Officer Smerud stated that he called the dealership about the date of delivery for the new 
squad, no new updates. Chief Smerud commented that he had a punctured tire and two 

new tires were ordered per the Mayor to ensure even wear and drive pattern. 

The Council discussed looking for bids for concrete pads for benches and sidewalk at the 
park. They also discussed writing a grant a to purchase benches for the area around the 

pickleball court. Council Member Klingfus to allow for a grant to be written to purchase 
two 6 ft. surface mounted benches in green for the park. Council Member Smith 

seconded the motion. 5Yeas,0Nay. 

 

Bills were presented, signed and paid. 

 

Council Member Klingfus made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:57pm. Council 
Member Ball seconded the motion. 5Yeas ,0Nays. Carried. 

 

 

 



 


